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Background
• Refresh of the all age multi-agency Autism Strategy for 

children, young people and adults in County Durham, 
extending it to 2026.

• Original three year strategy presented to Health and 
Wellbeing Board and Cabinet in April 2019 (extended 
due to pandemic).

• Called ‘Think Autism’ in line with the national strategy.
• The refreshed local strategy aligns with the new 

‘National Strategy for Autistic Children, Young People 
and Adults’ 2021- 2026.



Our Vision
“In County Durham all autistic people live fulfilling and 
rewarding lives within a society that accepts and 
understands them. They can access advice and support if 
they need it, and they can depend on mainstream public 
services to treat them fairly as individuals, helping them 
make the most of their talents.”

 Be an equal part of their local community

 Get the right advice and support at the right time throughout their lifetime

 Develop their skills and independence and work to the best of their ability

 Have good mental and physical health



Aims



What we need to do and how?
For each objective, the strategy includes

• Indicators of success

• Evidence

•  Progress to date

• Steps towards achieving the objective



Why? (What is the data/feedback telling us?)


